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From September 1-30, you can 
make a fully tax-deductible gift to 
the HYS (up to $249 per person, cu-
mulatively) at any Foodland or Sak 
N Save cashier, and Foodland will 
match a portion of your donation!  
To increase your gift to HYS, show your Maikai Card to the cashier and 
tell him/her you’d like to make a donation to the Hawaii Youth Sym-
phony (Code 77060). The amount of your gift will be added to your 

receipt. No purchase is necessary to participate in this 
program.  
Save your store receipt. It is the only record of your 
contribution. HYS would like to formally acknowledge 
your donation. Please send us your store receipt with 
your full name and address where we can send a HYS 
receipt and acknowledgment. Foodland will not give 
HYS donor names. 

Last year, HYS received $13,500 from this program. The funds went 
towards all seven of HYS’s orchestras. Our gratitude goes to those who 
gave at the registers and to Foodland and the Western Union Founda-
tion for matching their generosity. 
Thank you for giving your aloha! ♪ 

 
Hawaii Youth Symphony  

Same place.  

New look. New stuff. 

www.HiYouthSymphony.org 

Combined Federal Campaign  
If you are a MILITARY or FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT employee, you can give to 
HYS through easy payroll deductions. No 
check-writing, no postage, no hassles. Look 
for HYS in your upcoming Combined Federal 
Campaign (CFC) brochure. You can give ei-
ther a single pledge or regular contributions. 
HYS’s code number is 8043. Every gift goes 
towards helping our young musicians, and  
every gift counts! Mahalo nui loa. ♪ 

“Music and rhythm find their way into 
the secret places of the soul.” -Plato 
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This year’s Pacific Music Institute carried 
forth its 19-year tradition of high energy, 
intense rehearsals and astonishing musical 
strides by participants. Under the musical 
direction of Maui’s Lance Jo and associate 
musical direction of Big Island’s Wayne 
Kawakami, 118 students from 30 schools in 
Hawaii and Japan came together for contin-
ual rehearsals in chamber groups, String 
Orchestra, (Chad Uyehara, conductor), Jazz 
Band, (Ira Wong, conductor), Concert Band 
and Symphony Orchestra. From July 14-22, 
under the tutelage of 26 faculty members, 
students prepared 
anywhere between 
six and fifteen 
works for per-
formances at the 
Pearl City Cultural 
Center on July 21 
and 22. 

 “PMI is THE best 
music camp!” 
claims an enthusi-
astic clarinetist. ♪ 

A TRADITION OF MUSICAL EXCELLENCE Fall 2006 

SAVE THE DATE 
Concert String Orchestra 
& String Orchestra  
Ensemble Auditions 
Sun., Aug. 27 
Central Middle School 
He Makana O Na Mele 
Featuring MAUNALUA 
Sun., Nov. 5, 5:30 pm 
Hilton Hawaiian Village 
Concert Orchestra  
Mall Concert 
Sun., Nov. 12, 2:00 pm 
Windward Mall, Free 
Youth Symphony II  
Mall Concert 
Sun., Nov. 19, 12:00 noon 
Kahala Mall, Free 
Winter Concert: CO, YSII, YSI 

Sun., Dec. 3, 4:00 pm 
Neal S. Blaisdell Concert Hall 
Listen & Learn  
Educational Concerts  
Symphony concerts for youth 
Dec. 4 & 5, 9:30 & 11:00 am 
Neal S. Blaisdell Concert Hall 
December 12, 9:30 & 11:00 am 
Pearl City Cultural Center 
Free for schools 
String Program  
Holiday Concert 
Sun., Dec. 17, 2:00 pm 
Kaimuki High School Aud. 
Program information at  
www.HiYouthSymphony.org 
or call 941-9706. 

…OF NOTE ♫ 

Hawai i  Youth Symphony N e w s l e t t e r  

MAUNALUA Headlines with HYS to 
raise needed funds:  Sunday, November 5,  
Hilton Hawaiian Village , Coral Ballroom 

HYS is delighted that the fun-loving and award-winning group 
MAUNALUA will join the Youth Symphony I for HYS’s only 
fundraising event of the year on November 5. The evening, 
which benefits ALL of the students enrolled in HYS, will open 
with a reception and silent auction at 4:30, followed by a Hawai-
ian-style dinner buffet at 5:30, and concert at 7:00. Sponsorship 
tables begin at $1,000. Tables of 10 available for $725 and indi-
vidual seats start at $75. Tickets are on sale now. To make reser-
vations or a donation to the silent auction, call the HYS office 

today at 941-9706. Come be a part of this evening which promises to entertain and inspire you. 
And the best part is you’re helping to bring music education to Hawaii’s youth. Our thanks to 
board member Tina Lau for chairing this event and to volunteer parent Vicky Chiu-Irion for 
once again taking the lead on the silent auction. ♪ 

Pacific Music Institute: One week of non-stop 
music for students from Oahu, Maui, Big Island and Japan 

top: String Orchestra rehearsal; middle: PMI celli; bottom l: Concert Band oboists 
and saxophonists; bottom mid: Lance Jo conducts the Concert Band; bottom r: 
Wayne Kawakami, Symphony Orchestra conductor 
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HYS programs are supported in 
part by awards from the Hawai‘i 
State Foundation on Culture and 
the Arts and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts. 



 

 

A TRADITION OF MUSICAL EXCELLENCE 

Letter from the  
Executive Director 
Dear HYS Family, 

August is a month of excitement and frenzy at HYS. It marks 
the beginning of a new season filled with floods of music flow-
ing in and out of the office; registration information streaming 
between staff for the 430 students who will play in our orches-
tras over the next nine months; instrument restoration; Listen & 
Learn concert coordination; scheduling and rescheduling; and 
orientations for staff and volunteers. This August was especially 
exhilarating as we finalized plans for two initiatives which have 
been in the works for months.  

• Thanks to the foresight and generosity of the Cooke Foun-
dation, Limited, we will launch our first-ever CHAMBER 
MUSIC PROGRAM. This pilot program will involve three 
string quartets, a brass quintet and a woodwind quintet. 
Each ensemble in this eight-month course will be coached 
by a professional music educator, and will present a mini-
mum of two performances. It is the only program of its 
kind, allowing students from different schools to play to-
gether in a small ensemble environment. 

• HYS launches its brand-spankin’ new website on Septem-
ber 1. Designed by San Francisco’s FLAIR-Designs 
(owned and operated by Leslie Tagorda, HYS ‘92), and 
programmed by our very own staffer, Meredith Prescott, the 
site flaunts a more youthful spirit with the latest informa-
tion about HYS. Schedule updates, concert information, 
registration and program facts, order forms, photos and 
more are just a click away at www.HiYouthSymphony.org.  

We are also pleased to announce new staff appointments and 
changes. Susan Ochi-Onishi has been promoted to Conductor 
of Concert Orchestra. She will work closely with Assistant Con-
ductor Hannah Watanabe, HYS ’96, whom we warmly wel-
come to our ranks. Hannah is the orchestra director at Moanalua 
Middle School. You can find more information on Susan and 
Hannah at (yup, you guessed it) our new website! We are de-
lighted that Michael Foumai, HYS ‘05, has accepted the posi-
tion of HYS Librarian. A music major at the University of Ha-
waii, Michael has not only been preparing music for our orches-
tras, he’s also reorganizing and cleaning out our music shelves 
while bringing us into modern times by creating a digital inven-
tory of our collection (all while transposing, composing and 
arranging music for the orchestras). 

Music Director Henry Miyamura has set the programming for 
the season, focusing the first half on Hawaii’s living composers. 
He’s also arranged a performance with the Honolulu Symphony 
in the spring which will include the first side-by-side perform-
ance by our two organizations. It’s going to be a great season. 
Thank you for being a part of it!  

Kudos Korner  
ASIA DOIKE, violin, and MARISSA SAKODA, viola, 
were both awarded Marjorie Tanoue Summer Pro-
gram Scholarships this year. Asia spent her summer 
at Indiana University’s Jacobs School of Music String Academy and 
Marissa attended the Brevard Music Center. Recognizing the enor-
mous benefits that students receive from studying at summer music 
camps around the country, Mrs. Tanoue established her scholarship 
program in 2005 to help students with travel and other expenses. 
Mrs. Tanoue believes that students bring back what they’ve learned 
and inevitably strengthen the HYS orchestras. ♪ 
If you know of a HYS member who should be listed in the Kudos Korner, please 
contact HYS at 941-9706 or email admin@hiyouthsymphony.org. ♪  
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Selena Ching 

Aloha, 

In the Spotlight 
Board Members Add Value to HYS 

Thomas R. Bingham 
When HYS set its sights on finding a music 
educator to join its board, the first name that 
came to many was Tom Bingham. A member of 
the Music Department at the University of Ha-
waii for over 20 years, Tom was named Depart-
ment Chair in 2003. He is currently the Interim 
Dean, College of Arts & Humanities. He has con-
ducted the Rainbow Marching Band, Symphonic 
Band, Hula Bowl Band and is a woodwind specialist. He spent nine 
years as Director of Instrumental Music at Lompoc High School in 
California where he founded and conducted the Lompoc Unified 
School District Orchestra. Tom brings his perspective as a HYS par-
ent as well as a life-long music educator to HYS’s boardroom. You 
may have read his wife, Ruth’s, reviews of the Honolulu Symphony 
and Hawaii Opera Theatre in the Advertiser and Star-Bulletin. ♪ 

Photo by Karl Hedberg www.AerialPhotographyHawaii.com 

HYS welcomes two board members to its family. Both gentlemen 
bring a wealth of experience in their respective fields and fill areas 
of need for the organization. HYS is honored and grateful to benefit 
from their expertise and commitment to service. 

Stanley H. R. Long 
As HYS continues to build its asset base, wise 
investment of its finances has become para-
mount. Stan Long bravely stepped up to help 
HYS manage its modest but growing pool of 
funds. After a 20-year career in the United 
States Army, Stan dove head-first into the finan-
cial services industry, spending nine years with 
Bankoh Investment Services. He was manager, financial services of 
the  Honolulu office of Prudential Financial, and is currently a Fi-
nancial Advisor for UBS Financial Services. Stan is very active in 
the local community having served on the boards of the Armed Ser-
vices YMCA-Hawaii, USO-Hawaii, Hawaii Lupus Foundation, 
Friends of Foster Kids, Muscular Dystrophy Association and Rotary 
of Honolulu. He holds life membership in the American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Navy League. He and his wife, 
Leona, reside in Aiea and have one daughter. ♪ 
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Stand Partners 
HYS is grateful for our out-
STANDING partners who help us 
build a strong future for music 
(since April 2006). 
The Thomas J. Long Foundation: 
$25,000 for the Symphony Orches-
tra Program 
Jonathan Y. C. Ching Trust: 

$10,000 for alumni endowment 
The Kosasa Foundation: $10,000 for neighbor 
island students’ travel assistance and financial aid  
Cooke Foundation, Limited: $5,000 for a pilot 
Chamber Music Program 
McInerny Foundation: $7,000 for financial as-
sistance program 
GIFT Foundation of Hawaii: $3,000 for  
operations 
Julia Temple Davis Brown Foundation: $3,000 
for student music 
Our deepest appreciation goes to these musical  
partners and all our donors for supporting our 
young people. ♪ 

 

Resounding applause for the 2006-2007 CONCERT PARENTS who give their 
time every Sunday to help our students and conductors at rehearsals and con-
certs. We simply couldn’t do it without them!! 
Youth Symphony I :     KARI BAILEY and LANCE UCHIDA 
Youth Symphony II:     ELSIE KAWAHARA and VERNA CHINEN 
Concert Orchestra:     DEBBIE ARBAUGH, IPOLANI YEE-KANESHIRO and  
                                    LISA SAKAMOTO 
Special mahalo to our fearless, 19-year, veteran volunteer leader, Les Murata, 
HYS’s Vice President. ♪ 

HYS Orchestra Families: Stay In Tune  
HYS parents, stay in tune with HYS by asking your child for your monthly 
Taking Note bulletin, issued on the last Sunday of each month, with the latest 
information for the upcoming month. HYS also posts weekly rehearsal sched-
ules and updates on our website: www.HiYouthSymphony.org, and on our out-
going message machine (941-9706, ext. 3) every Friday. ♪ 

WINTER CONCERT 
YOUTH SYMPHONY I 

Henry Miyamura, conductor 
YOUTH SYMPHONY II 

Michael Nakasone, conductor 
CONCERT ORCHESTRA 

Susan Ochi-Onishi, conductor 
Hannah Watanabe, assistant conductor 

 
Sunday, December 3, 2006 

4:00 pm 
Neal S. Blaisdell Concert Hall 

 
Reserved Seats: $18 or $15; $8 for seniors 
55+ and students. Tickets available three 
weeks prior to performance through the 

Blaisdell Box Office or  
Ticketmaster, 1-877-750-4400 

HYS Closes ’05-’06 Season with 
Special Guests and 43 Seniors 

May 7, 2006, Hilton 
Hawaiian Village 
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top l: 2006 Aloha Concert Luncheon Teacher Honorees Craig Young, Elden Seta, 
Richard Lum and Allen Trubitt (seated); top mid: Nina Kealiiwahamana sings with 
Youth Symphony I; top r: The Honolulu Boy Choir joins Youth Symphony II; bottom: 
43 seniors from 16 schools receive graduation certificates. HYS thanks Paula Akana 
for emceeing this annual family day. 

Applications for From the Top’s $10,000 
Jack Kent Cooke Young Artist Award 
are now available at its website. You can 
read about some of the 2005-2006 award 

recipients (HYS’s very own Andrew Ramos was one of them!) on this page as 
well. Awardees used their $10,000 scholarships for new instruments, music les-
sons, music camp tuition, competition fees, travel costs, laptop computers, and 
recording devices, among other things. Approximately 20 scholarships are avail-
able. From the Top will also award $5,000 Talent Development Awards to a 
select number of musically promising younger students (aged 8-13) who apply. ♪ 

www.fromthetop.org/Awards/Cooke.cfm  

HYS Golf Shirt 
100% cotton, pique, maroon golf shirts with the 
HYS logo embroidered on the left breast. Available 
in adult S, M, L and XL. $20. Call the office at  
941-9706 or download an order form from the HYS 
website under members/merchandise order forms. ♪ 


