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HYS believes that music 
education builds character 
and gives students the life-
long skills necessary for 
leading successful, well-
balanced lives. Our alumni 
have proven us right time 
and time again. The Forte 
section in each issue of our 
Lead Sheet will profile one 
of our many distinguished  
alumni who are leading the 
way in our communities.  

forte 

Richard Ing  
HYS78, Viola 

HYS Board Secretary 

Keith Sakamoto  
HYS70, Oboe 

Learn 
Perform 

Hawaii Youth  
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Alumni  
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Mahalo, 

helps ensure that our children will 
have musical opportunities like we 
did. Give what you can:  It’s not 
about the size of the gift but rather 
your participation.   

We invite all of you to come back 
to HYS. Send us your ideas on 
how we can make this community 
valuable and dynamic for you. We 
want to hear from you at 
alumni@HiYouthSymphony.org.   

Welcome to our second issue 
of HYS’s alumni newsletter, the 

Lead Sheet. We want to 

create a piece that will not only 
entertain and inform but will be 
useful to you. Whether you’re 
a professional musician (like 

Eric, our forte column’s fea-

tured guest), a second-job mu-
sician, a musician-hobbyist, a 
musician admirer or a musician-
past, we are all bound together 
by at least a familiarity of how 
music works and the under-
standing that music matters. 
This presents us with an ideal 
opportunity to build a commu-
nity. And we’re doing just that 
around HYS, the organization 
that has helped shape the musi-
cian in all of us.   

We have records for more than 
3,300 alumni in our database, 
but working addresses for only 
1,500 of you. We’ve got some 
work to do and need your help. 

More than 100 of you re-
sponded to our invitation to 
HYS’s 45th anniversary concert 
this past April. We were proud 
to have our alumni among the 
1,600 people who attended this 
concert dedicated to the Hono-
lulu Symphony Musicians.  

We are living in a fragile era for 
classical music. We need to 
come together now more than 
ever to protect the future of 
music. One way you can help is 
to contribute to our YOU 
COUNT campaign (see side 
box). Your support of HYS 

The Great Alumni Come-Back 

forte: Turning it Up on HYS’s Leading Alumni 

Eric is a professional trumpeter, studio musician/clinician/soloist/band leader living 
in Japan. He is a graduate of McKinley High School and Berklee College of Music. 
He’s played lead trumpet with the Buddy Rich Band, Stevie Wonder, and Woody 
Herman. He’s spent a career on the road with acts such as Maynard Ferguson, 
Ray Charles, Mel Torme, Paul Anka, Tom Jones, Sarah Vaughn, Nancy Wilson, 
Engelbert Humperdinck, Dizzy Gillespie, Henry Mancini, The Temptations, Four 
Tops, Frankie Avalon, Dave Sanborn, Tony Bennett, Frank Sinatra, Barry Manilow, 
Natalie Cole, Sammy Davis, Jr., Liza Minnelli, Quincy Jones, just to name A FEW. 
His classical credits include performances with Rochester Symphony, Cincinnati 
Pops, Honolulu Symphony, KBM Symphony Orchestra (Korea), Sendai Philharmonic 

(Japan), Sapporo Philharmonic, Kanagawa Philharmonic, Tokyo Philharmonic, NHK Symphony Or-
chestra, Kosei Wind Orchestra and Siena Wind Orchestra. He was also selected as an International 
Yamaha Performing Artist. Eric is a super musician and a great human being who shares his  
perspectives with us on page 2.

Summer 2010 
YOU 

COUNT… 
more than 
you know!  

Eric Miyashiro 
HYS81 
Trumpet 

Now’s the time to give back 
to HYS. We’re looking for 50 
new donors to give a gift—of 
any size—by July 31, 2010 to 
meet a $5,000 challenge grant 
from the George Mason Fund 
at the Hawai‘i Community 
Foundation. You can give 
safely and conveniently at: 
www.HiYouthSymphony.org, 
send your gift to HYS: 
1110 University Ave., #200 
Honolulu, HI  96826-1508 or 
call us at 808-941-9706. 
We’re counting on YOU! 
Thank you for keeping the 
music playing. 



 

 

Describe what you are doing now (career, 
projects, etc) 
     I work a lot as a "studio musician". TV 
shows, commercials, movie soundtracks, 
CD, DVDs, basically every type of music.  
I also do many concerts with school 
bands, big bands, orchestras, and clinic/
master classes. I have a big band that has 
been very active since 1995, and am cur-
rently working to record my fifth CD due 
to be released in September. 
What inspired you to pursue a 
music career? What are its 
rewards and hardships? 
     My dad was a 
member of the Royal 
Hawaiian Band,  so 
music was always 
around me as a child. 
It was not really a 
choice, it came natu-
rally as I knew early on 
that music was what I 
was going to do for the 
rest of my life. Til this day, 
I was never "taught" by any-
one, my dad didn’t teach me, or 
make me practice. For me, trumpet 
started as a "Toy." I played it when I 
wanted, and stopped when I got bored. 
     The word "practice" was never in my 
vocabulary. It was always fun to play, and 
when it wasn't , I just quit, and did some-
thing else.  I guess that was good in a way 
that I was never shackled to the mechani-
cal part of playing, I just love creating mu-

sic, so the practice room wasn’t a place 
for me to do that.  I just made sure I 
found as much place and opportunity to 
perform live, and that was where I 
"practiced" my craft.  
     The reward part is always different as 
to the situation. I feel that musicians are 
like healers, we communicate with the 
audience through music to let them emote 
and feel, and that often leads to healing, 

and that is the greatest reward. As to 
the hardships of being a musician, 

I never felt that way, really!! 
What were your experiences 

with the Hawaii Youth Sym-
phony like? 
     It was a great learn-
ing experience!!!  Al-
though I am known 
mostly as a Jazz player, 
 I do a great amount of 
classical music. So play-

ing in Youth Symphony 
(and Junior Orchestra)  

gave me the foundation that 
helps me with my current work 

situations. 

Why did you join HYS? 
     Like I said, I love all types of music. 
Music co-exists with all genre, and they 
interact with each other. That is why it is 
so important to learn and expand your 
musical knowledge. Learning other forms 
of music can only enhance your ability to 
create music. 

Aside from your career, how else has music 
impacted your life? 
     Music has taken me around the globe.  
Besides every state in the US, I have vis-
ited 42 countries so far, and met so many 
wonderful people. I met my wife through 
music (she is a trumpeter!!)  and am 
blessed with two beautiful children.  
     I am traveling to Europe twice this 
summer with a Yamaha artist tour, and 
will be in Denver and Seattle later in the 
year. 
     I must say, I am having a wonderful life 
living through music, any "hardship" is 
nothing compared to the joy and wonder 
of this adventure!!!! 
     One last word to the young musicians: 
Even if you don’t pursue music as your 
career, do stay close to your music.  Music 
is part of life. A birthday song, a wedding 
march, graduation or funeral music is 
there with you to celebrate and ease your 
pain through the rough times. Don’t just 
download mp3s to your ipod or watch 
concerts on the internet. Instead, go to 
concerts where you can feel music that is 
alive. And pass on to your friends (and 
when you have kids!!) what you have 
learned with HYS.  
     Remember, being able to play music is 
like knowing magic spells. You have been 
blessed with this gift.  Please try to keep 
playing as much as possible to help make 
this world a better place!!! 
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The Beat: Keeping the Beat with Things to  Do 

October 24 
Na Mele fundraising 
concert with YSI, 

Willie K and Makaha 
Sons. Alumni tables 

available.  
Check out The Beat for things 
to do with other alumni and 
ways to get reacquainted with 
HYS. For more information, 
www.HiYouthSymphony.org. 
Click on the alumni icon at the 
top right corner of the home-
page. That’s your portal to our 
alumni beat. 
alumni@HiYouthSymphony.org 

The Beat 

Private Lessons 
HYS has a refreshed roster of 
private teachers who are now 
available. If you’re interested in 

picking up your instrument again 
or have kids who want to follow 
in your musical footsteps, call the 

HYS office for our lists.  

Facebook 
Check us 

out!  

Classifieds 

Looking for an HYS 
alum or something a 
fellow alum might 
have? Have some-
thing another alum 
may want? Email 
alumni@HiYouthSym
phony.org and we’ll 
get it in our next 

Lead Sheet. 

Viola and Spinet for SALE 
Ben Beers 15-3/4” viola. Valued at 

$5,000 but seller willing extend 
significant discount. 

1968 Cable-Nelson 36” Spinet, $250.  

Interested? Call HYS office and we’ll 
put you in touch with the sellers. 

Free Music  
for Your Kids 

HYS offers Music4Kids, free 
general music classes for kids 
ages 5-7 and 8-10 years. We 

also have a free band class for 
kids 10 and older. Classes at 
Boys & Girls Club during the 

school year. Visit HYS website  
for info. 

Did you hear?  
Derrick Yamane is back  

and will be conducting YSII! 
Lots of you had him in CO. 

Keep an eye out for the 
YSII concert schedule and 

say hello! 



 

 

Foumai 
Wins BMI 
Student 
Composer 
Award 

Alumni No♪es 

www.HiYouthSymphony.org  or go to Facebook Page 3 of 4 

Violinist/composer Michael Thomas Foumai, HYS05, has been writing major 
works since he was 13. YSI debuted his Bicycle Ride: Symphonic Tone Poem when he 
was the assistant concertmaster in 2005, and HYS has been playing his music on 
an annual basis ever since. After graduating from UH with a bachelors in music 
composition, he is at the University of Michigan pursuing his masters. Among his 
many awards, he is the winner of the 58th annual BMI Student Composers Award 
which he received in New York City on May 15. The award- winning piece was 
for Clarinet Concerto which was debuted in April by the UH Band and clarinet master Henry Miya-
mura who still has unbelievable game on his instrument. Check out our HYS Facebook page and 
YouTube channel to see the work. 

Composer Jon Magnussen, HYS86, wrote an incredible masterpiece, Ke Ao, 
for HYS’s 45th anniversary and Maestro Miyamura’s 25th. It was debuted with 
YSI, the Honolulu Symphony Chorus and chanters from Halau Hula Ka 
No‘eau.  Jon is teaching music and composition back in the islands. In May he 
flew to New York for a performance of his work Outta This World by the 
ETHEL string quartet, part of the Carnegie Hall Neighborhood Concert Series. 

Baker extraordinaire 
Melissa Char, HYS04, 
violin, made a fantastic 
celebration cake for 
HYS’s anniversaries. The 
statuette of Maestro 
Miyamura was near  
poetry. Her talents go 
way beyond music. 
Check out Frosted at 
www. frostedhawaii.com. 
Her stuff tastes as good 
as it looks too. 

since 1987? She’s also teaching music at 
Maryknoll and lecturing at UH with a mas-
ters in piano performance. 

Leslie Tagorda, HYS92, clarinet, leads the 
very successful FLAIR –Designs in SF. She 
also played with the SF Ballet Orchestra.  

Chad Uyehara, HYS93, violin, is leading 
HYS’s CSO, SOE and Summer Strings pro-
grams and teaching orchestra at the Priory. 
He just finished the Kona 1/2 Iron Man, and 
has finished the Honolulu and Kona Mara-
thons. This summer he takes his music and 
athleticism to Ireland where he’ll be fiddling 
in the remote plains and biking around the 
hills and coasts. He’s also expanding his pri-
vate violin/viola studio back home.  

Stefanie Anderson, HYS95, cello, and 
Isaac Lawton, HYS97, cello, are married, 
living in El Cerrito, CA and just had a baby 
girl! Congratulations.  

Chandra Susilo-Young HYS04, violin, was 
the Young Artists winner at the MTNA re-

Brian Mizuguchi, HYS68, trumpet, is retir-
ing from the DOE after 35 years as a band 
director, registrar, administrator, VP and 
principal. He’s retiring as principal of Central 
Middle. Some of you may remember taking 
strings classes at Central. 

Roger Yu, HYS69, percussion, president of 
the design firm Goodson + Yu redesigned 
the Hawaii State Foundation on Culture and 
the Arts logo. 

So Jin Kimura, HYS93, percussion, re-
cently dug through HYS’s  archives. She’s 
finishing her DMA in Music Ed. from Boston 
U. and is writing her dissertation on how 
HYS and the Hawaii Youth Opera Chorus 
have impacted Hawaii’s music education 
scene. She’s already received her bachelors 
and masters in music for piano performance 
and masters for piano pedagogy. Wowee! 

Speaking of HYOC, did you know Wendy 
Chang, HYS82, violin, has been the principal 
accompanist for the Youth Opera Chorus 

gionals competition late last year. 

Jessica Choi, HYS05, cello, donated $500 to 
HYS from the Notre Dame Hawaii Club, 
after a highly successful luau. Jessica was 
club President this past year. She is study-
ing environmental sciences at Notre Dame 
and will be studying in Korea next year. 

Jill Morita, HYS05, cello, just left for Japan to 
teach English in Nagoya. Jill received her BA in 
Asian Studies from Whitman, and wrote her 
dissertation on the Suzuki method after doing 
research at the Suzuki Institute in Matsumoto 
Japan. 

Jason Shon, HYS05, tuba, also graduated from 
Whitman and is teaching English with the JET 
program in some remote location in Southern 
Kyushu. 

Ren Martin Doike, violin/viola/flute, joins her 
virtuoso sister Zoe, violin, at the Curtis Insti-
tute in the fall. 

If you have news to share, please send it to 
alumni@HiYouthSymphony.org. 
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HAWAII YOUTH SYMPHONY 

HYS  
ACADEMY 

SYMPHONY 
 PROGRAM 

String  
Program 

Music in the 
Clubhouse 

(FREE programs) 

Concert String 
Orchestra   

String Orchestra 
Ensemble 

Intermediate String 
Ensemble 

Beginning String 
Ensemble  

Summer Strings 

Beginning 
Strings 

Intermediate 
Strings 

Symphonies Chamber 
Music Pro-
gram (free) 

Pacific  
Music  

Institute 

Youth 
Symphony I 

Youth  
Symphony II 

Concert  
Orchestra 

OTHER 

Essay  
Contest 

Annual  
Community 

Service Project 

Initiatives 

Alumni 

PlayOut 

Social  
Networking 

HACY: 
Hawaii Arts 

Center for Youth 

Boys & Girls 
Club Beg. Band  

Music4Kids 
general music 

Music4Kids 
5-7 year olds 

Music4Kids 
8-10 year olds 

 Recognize YOUR Hawaii Youth Symphony? 

We’ve come a long way in 45 years. Check out our current  
programs. We are committed to providing high-quality, accessible 
programming and a comprehensive music education spectrum for 
Hawaii’s youth. Thanks for being a part of it all! 

Mystery Pic: Who Are These People? 

Are YOU in this picture? Can you help us identify these people?  Or put 
the picture in context with a general time period and place?  

HYS has been combing through our archives and have stumbled across 
some great photos without any identification.  

If you can help us to name these people, we’d be happy to send you a small 
memento of our appreciation. Email alumni@HiYouthSymphony.org or 
send a note to the HYS office at the address on the front of this newslet-
ter. Please mention Mystery Pic Summer 2010. Thanks for the help!  


